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sophistication weaken not by one jot the conquering power
of moral worth.   Western civilisation claims much.  It claims
the light of knowledge where a "superstitious darkness" reigned.
I am of opinion that there will always be "superstitious dark/
ness" and that all that Western civilisation has done is to
change its garments.   But even admitting that knowledge is
now a beacon where before it was but a possibility in the heart
of a flint, there are higher values than it.  Knowledge is but
a means.   If it is misused it is a curse.   We tell generation
after generation that there are so many atoms in a molecule
and that without her Silurian fish the earth would not be half
so glorious.   Yet no hand comes from the darkness to show
these enlightened children of ours that if a fairy's wand is
used to stir pig's food it might as well never have been a
fairy's wand.   The moral responsibility of knowledge and the
necessity for good citizenship should be taught in all our
schools.   The church is not a fold for all the virtues.  I have
never entertained such a delusion, but I am not ignorant enough
to believe that her desertion is a mark of intellectual richness.
She may have faiths unfounded on ascertainable fact   I have
yet to hear of the piece of human knowledge which is based on
ascertainable fact.   Human knowledge has as much blind'
ness as human faith.   Our Western civilisation has a surfeit
of knowledge and a famine of faith.  Without faith there can
be little real moral living, since morality based on utility is
ornate savagery.   Only m so far as we have some contribution
to make to moral values can we claim merit from our con/
nection with any country or any people.   Conquest that is
conquest and nothing else is its own ultimate retribution.
If it is in the destiny of Man that he should achieve a
material salvation; that he should curl for himself a defensive
circumstance like the ammonite of old and remain a masterful
weevil in an everlasting apple, then all nations which strive
for democracy are wise and splendid. By widening the
powers and co/operations of man they are adding to his
glory. Every conquest that gives us a more definite conirol